
The Rhododendron, Camellia & Magnolia Group 
THE ROYAL HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY 

BULLETIN - 81 

CHAIRMAN'S NOTES Ma urice Foste r 

Membership 
Our membership drive last year aimed at taking the enjoyment 
of our three genera to a wider audie nce. Progress in recruiting 
new members has hccn slow. but I understand that at 783 we 
now have the biggest membership ever. allowing for the usual 
number o r late renewals. This came encouragingly close to the 
800 we might reasonably have expected to achieve at this early 
stage and the figure is sufficient for us to renew our efforts this 
year. We will further invest in improving what we have to offer 
and in getting our message across to potential members. I lcrc 
arc some of our plans: 

The Bulletin 
We arc 110w al>lc lo rcstun.: the frequency of the Bulletin to three 
issues a year. Rhudude11dru11 ·Crosswatcr Belle. 

MARCH 2003 

David Millais 

You may remember that in order to update the design and 
increase size to 12 pages an issue. we needed to balance tlu: 
increased cost by reducing frequency lo twice a year. We then 
decided that the improved product would allow us to accept 
advertising to provide additional revenue. Advertisers have 
indeed found it an attractive environment in which lo promote 
their products and services and it is their support that has 
e nabled us to n.:ston; the extra issue. 

Sec article ·What's New in Hardy Hybrids' on pages 5 and 6. 

This increase in frequency is a significant advantage as. although 
we have added colour and plant information. the essential role 
of lhc Bulletin remains as a no ticeboard for members. signalling 
news of eve nts and developme nts. some of which. notably tours. 
the seed exchange and various meetings. are time sensitive and 
will thus lx:ncfit from the change. We arc fully confident of 
maintaining standards and John Rawling. our Editor. who saw 
the opportunity. has willingly embraced his increased workload. 
I should like to pay tribute to the valuable contribution he is 
making to the Group. The advertising portfolio is managed by 
Brian Wrigh t and our thanks are also clue to him for securing 
and maintaining the support of our advertisers. 

The Bulletin is also a good forum for members. so let me urge 
you once again to share your views and knowledge with the rest 
of us by sending contributions to the editor. You will now have 
less timc to wait lo seL· them in print. 

Shows display 
Your committee unanimously approved the purchase of an 
exhibition display to promote the Group. particularly at the 
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~pring shows which attract plant enthus iasts. many of who m will 

not know of our activities. It is of light. modern constructio n and 
fits nice ly into the boot o f an avnagc car and will thus be ncxiblc 
e nough for us to use at relevant Branch events. whereve r they 
may he. Mike Robinson arranged a demonstration and is now 

organising design and graphics. J\t the time of writing it is o n 
scheduk for use at the early show at Vincent Squa re on Marcil 

4th. which me ans that by the time this is in print. many of you 
,nay have had the opport unity of see ing it. We th ink it will he lp 
to give publicity to our three genera and reinforce o ur message 

about what we have to oiler potential n1L:mbers. 

Membership leaflets 

Last year we printed some 10.000 leaflets for distr ibut ion 

through gardens open to the publ ic. nurser ies and at Rl IS 
centres like Wisley and Rosemoor. We a rc fo llowing th is 
through t h is year wi th a furthe r 10.000. If a ny me mbe rs with 

gardens open to the public or nurserymen will ing to p ut them 
o n display a nd d istribute the m wi th catalogues and o rders who 

did not participa te last year and would like to do so this year. 

please ge t in touch with o ur Secretary. Joey Warren. Our ta rge t 

is RHS members. so in a ddition if you have fr iends who arc 
members but not in the Group. tell them of the exce llent va lue 
they get for a mere f 15 a year. Joey ca n supply leaflets. 

George Forrest centenary celebration 
The Group is in itiating a programme of linked eve n ts in 200➔ to 

celebrate George Forres t "s first journey to Yun nan in 1904. We 
will ho ld a sem inar at the early Apri l 200.i mee ting at Vincen t 
Square on r-orrcst 's plant colkctions a nd t llL'i r impact on the 

conte mporary garden. covering no t only rhodode ndrons. 
came llias and magnolias. bu t also his o ther important 
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Hydon Nurseries 
Specialist growers of Rhododendrons, 

Azaleas, Camellias & Magnolias. 

New Rhododendron c.1talog11e now available • 
pnce [ 150 (Inc. posragd U S. A. J5.00 ( inc air pos1) 

\Ve han· an excdli:n1 se/ecrwn of dwarf.growing l'arieties 
and nwm· ~pc1.-ics grown under C ollecrors' numbers. 

\~'c arc plea5cd ro 11ndcrrake rhc cxpon ofplams and .<C1011s. 
Rare p/anrs propagarcd to order. 

\!,s11 our Rhododendron woodland and shO\~· gilrdcn. 
Our Nurscn " o,xn from Monday ro S:n urdav from 8am co 5pm 
(C:IO!><'d S.1wrd.n · Jtit'rnoun., tn _f1mc, .Jufr, A uJ,: .• Sc:pl ., Vee, Jan, & h:b.) 

U cd Born I <1nt, Hy don Jlcor/1 , l ;0Jc1/m 1119, Surr~F• C/JS -./AZ 
Tclephvnc. (0 I 483) 860F ; l 

Fu., . (01 -./83) ,./J 99 37 

collections o f he rbaceo us. bulbo u~ and a lp ine p lants . This wil l 
be supported by a display stand in the ha ll o rgan ised by Ted 
Brab in. o ur NW Branch Cha irma n a nd drawing on the 
ce le bra ted Forrest plant collectio ns a t Ness. There will als!l be 

a series of ·Forrest Tra ils· in garde ns where the re arc sign ificant 
numbers o f Forres t plants. In add it ion to the great public 

gardens. if a ny member open~ h i~ garden to the p ub lic. has 
Forrest plants. a nd is wi ll ing to participate . please let M ike 

Robinson know as he will be pleased to d iscuss de tai ls. We arc 
a lso hoping fllr articles in The G arden a nd T he Plantsman as 
well as of course in our own Yearbook and 13ulletin: and a 
display of a rc hive material in the Lindle y Library. 

More details o f a ll this in future Bulletins . It will be an exciting 

programme. so in the meantime just make a n!ltc to remind 

yourself to register for the se minar and sec the show. 

Website - www.rhodogroup-rhs.org 
T he Group website continues to deve lo p and is now an integral 

part llf o ur programme to expand in terest in o ur plants and 
activ ities. It achieved around 7000 •hits· last year. its first full year 
of deve lopment. The site is constantly bei ng updated a nd already 

contains an impress ive amount of det ailed informatio n. 
supported by many colour illustra ti!lns. Regular visits a rc advised 
as our hotline news sections arc ke pt updated on new collections 
a nd award winning plants: a current project is l!l list progressively 
a ll AGM plan ts. both species and hybrids in al l t hree gene ra and 

a sta rt has been made. Our conscrvati!ln collections arc already 

li sted and by the t ime you read this the exclusive 200:, seed list 
will he ava ilable on screen. Our thanks arc d ue to Mike Robinson 
a nd C in i, Callard for crea ti ng and expa nding the s ite to 

constant ly add value and they would 1vl'icomc feedback from 
members. so p lease le t the m have your comments. 

Ca,nellias jro,n the purest 
white to the richest red 

CAMELLIA GROVE 
G OOD R ANG E O F HYBRIDS & SPECIES. 

AUTU M N A N D SPRING F LOWERIN G FORM S 

L A RG E COLLEC T IO N O F SPECI M E N P L ANTS 

MAIL ORDER. PLANT CENTRE & EXPORT 

SEND 2 X 1 ST STAMPS FOR AVAILABILITY LIST 

W E A RE O PEN BY APPOINTM ENT ONLY FO R OUR 

UNDIVI DED ATTENTION 8: A DVICE. 

Tel: 01403 891143 Fax 891336 
MARKET GARDEN . C YDER FARM .LOWER BEEDING. 

H ORS HAM. W .SUSSEX RH 13 6PP. 

EMAIL: C GRCMG@HORTIC.COM 
ONLINE ORDE RING AT: 

WWW.CAMELLIA-GROVE.COM 



EDITOR'S NOTES John Rawling 

Three issues for 2003 - As you might deduce from th is 
issue ·s date. we plan to revert to three issues this coming year -
March. July and October. I shall need plenty o f response from 
you. our membe rs: your Letters, your Notes and your Articles. 

Please send me your copy by 1-tth June for the next issue. 
Send to: 
John Rawling, Hon Bulletin Editor. 
The Spinnry. Station Road, Woldingham, Surrcy.-CIU 7DD. 
Td. & Fax: 01883 6533-tl or E-mail: jr.cyc(l1 virgin.net. 

Erratum - I have received a correction to the article by Mike 
Robinson on Ye llow Magnolias in Bulle tin 80. Phillipe de 
Spoelberch writes .. ... I am not responsible for (Magnolia ) 
• Limelight' as stated in page 8 towards the end of the article . I 
th ink that this is a creation of Phil Savage ... 

Jim Fuller 
"Membe rs of the Group who knew him will be sorry to hear 
that Jim Fuller died last week. afte r an illness of a few weeks. 
A connoisseur particularly of the species. Jim lived in the Lake 
District. where he grew a selectio n of his favourites. first at 
Ryda l Mount and late r at Amblcside. He was a friend or the 
colkctor Michad Black and a lover of the mounta ins. so 
inevi tably he was drawn to the Himalayas. Jim a nd I tre kked 
together in Bhutan and Tibe t - a situation which sometimes 
places a strain on re lat ionsh ips - and I found him to be the 
easiest or companions and kindest and most generous of men . 
I know that my great sense of loss will be sha red by his many 
other friends ... 

Stephen Fox ( J.l. 02.03) 

The '1Junge 'Va[[ey 'E~erience 
Set in a beaut iful 7 ac-rc garde n in the roll ing Pennine Hills. you'll 

find o ne of the largest collections of rhocloclenclrons. magnol ias. 

camdl i:1s. e mhothriums and o ther trees and shrubs in the orth \Vest 

o f Engla nd. /\ II this p lus ou r hardy plant nursery with many 

colkcturs· itctm such as: 

Rlwdodcndrons - rcx (ye llow form) AC <JO I. si110-.fii/umcri SE! I 229. 

11111ki11oi (best narrow-kavccl form). m.ric111H1111 rncullaru111 plus a fi ne 

range of hybrids. 

:\1agnolias - these. such as ·Frank's Masterpiece· and ·11·anquility'. 

arc among the first into Europe. Wc also list the cnticing ·Vuk-:111·. 

' Pickards Ruby· and the ye llow · l3utterflics·. 

Wild Collected - sorhus. birch and n11;conopsis arc also ava ilable. 

OPEN: 

Ma rch (weekend, onlv). April to June 15t h (every day except i'v!onday). 

J1111c· l l>th tu /\ugu,t 31st (Thur,dav tu Sunday) 

Sorry no mail order 

For p lant c1talogu.: send SE/\. 

O therwise. contact Da\·id o r Liz Ket Icy. 

Phone/Fax: 01663 7.H787 

O nl ine catalnguc "~lw.dungcva!ky.1'9.rn.uk 

Email salcs(i, dungevalky.f'>.l·o.uk 

'D1111ge '/Ja[{e!I (jardens & :Jfard!f P{ant 'l\(Jirser!I 
Winclgathcr Rocks. Kcttlcslwlrnc. Nr. Whaky Bridge 

I ligh Peak SK23 7 RF 

SEED DISTRIBUTION Tony Weston 

The 2003 seed list includes wild collected seed from Yu1111an. 

Siclrnan. Hubc i, Hunan. Jianxi and Guangxi privinccs o f China 

as well as Arunachal Pradesh in India . 

In particular camellia Ayloca,pa is an e ntirely new introduction 

(sec this item under More on seeds. P.9). Please send your bid to 
Tony Weston by 31 st March. Winners will be announced in the 

July Bulle tin. 

The charge for seeds collected by Alan Clark in the Lu Shan 
and Wuhan Botanic Gardens is the same as for wild collected 

seed. These 'gardens· are areas of the mounta inside se t aside 
for the cultivation of ra re species. It is considered that the risk 

of cross-pollination should be no greate r than for plants 

growing in the wild. 

Try magnolias from seed Maurice Foster 

2002 has been a particularly good year for magnolia seed set and 

there is a good selection of open po llinated seed available in our 
current seed list from a varil:ly of excellent cultivars. I know that 
some members feel it is not really worthwhile growing magnol ias 
from seed. There are two be liefs that appear to inhibit them -

first, the re is no reasonable expectation of a sa tisfying result as 

open pollination is hit and m iss; and then there is a wait of 
decades for flowe rs. which can only furthe r e nhance the 

disappointment. 

Both beliefs arc misconceived. I'd like to expla in why. on the 
basis of objective evidence .. in an attempt to persuack you to 

have a go. 

I recognise that skilled hybridists can produce excellent resul ts 
wi th deliberate crosses, and that seed fro m an average 
soulangeana is like ly to produce an ave rage soulangcana, not 
rea lly worth writing home about. However many o f the finest 

magnolias cul tivated today arose from open polli nated seed 

s imply taken from magnolia collections They can mo re than 
hold the ir own with the very best available . I ndccd, of some 
100 or so magnolias given awards for exhibition or garden 
decoration by the RHS over the years I estimate only 22, or 
less than one quarter, arose as a result of a deliberate, man­
made cross. 

M. A lbatross· is a good example of chance excelle nce. raised 

from ope n pollinated ·Pegasus· seed at Trewithcn and clear ly 
crossed with something from the ca111phellii persuasion. as 

indeed is the str iking ·Lecia ' from the same seed pare nt, th is time 
from Chiverton. Albatross· was raised at Lanhydrock where it 
rubs shoulders with ·Peter Borlase·. a 1110/licomata seedling of 
unique colour and the rich red/pi nk ·Lanhydrock· raised from 

sprcngcri 'Diva·. both arising from natural seed effort lessly 
harvested from Cornish garde ns. ·Cope land Court' is another 

marvel from sprc11geri seed. alo ng with ·Maiwood Spring· . 
' Burncoosc·. ·Eric Savill ' and 'Claret Cup·. These arc trees 

recommended for any garde n. easy and reliable . 

All Picka rd seedlings were ra ised randomly from ·wacht's 

Picture ·. a large-flowered Japanese soula11gca11a cu ltivar, 
simply take n from the tree and sown. Mr Pickard named about 

10 cultivars. of which some I believe will s urvive the 

competition of time. 
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The much decorated x loehncri hybrid ·Lennard Messe l' PC 

AM . FCC AG M which topped the me mbers· po ll fo r the ten 

best magno lias in 2000 came fro m a n open pollinated flower 

of M. s1ellaw. probably var rosea. a t Nyma ns. In fact in th is x 

loehneri group the majo r ity of cultivars are ·selections·, 

c hose n from a batch of •free · seedlings. includ ing th e 

outstanding ' Donna·. o nly recen tly raised from seed sown by 

an amateur enthusiast. 

The list of open pollinated seedl ing treasures is endless a nd it is 

fair to conclude that results achieved for quality of tlower by 

sowing such seed arc always interesting, often excellent and 

occasionally worth naming and registering. 

A nd the wait for flow1.: rs from seed is generally no longer than it 

is for many other woody plants. Tales from Cornwall wi th the 

soft climate of the south we~t te ll of 30 years from seed to flower 

for M c<1111phellii. Such stories have bcwme e mbedded in a 

whole mytho logy about prolonged adolescence as a feature of 

the e ntire genus. based on few examples. C learly some species 

takc longer tha n others. with the pink form of rn111phellii 

probably holding the record. Hybrids. according to Ph ilippe de 

Spoclhe rch. arc quicker genera lly than species and conditions o f 

cul tivat ion and cl imate undoubtedly play a part. wi th shade. ligh t 

levels and growth rates havi ng an effect. I am indebtcd to 

Philippe for sending me data from the deta iled records he 

maintains on many aspccts of magnolia cult ivation. He holds 

records of yea rs to flowering from seed for some 33 seedlings in 

his collection at Hcrkenrode. near Brussels. They range from 5 
years up to a maximum of 12 for a varied rangc of hybrids a nd 

spccics There appears to he lit tle pattern apart from the fac t 

that all the species except acr1111i1111111 1·ar s11hcordat11 havc taken 

9 or more ycars lo flower - de1111data. crlindrirn. nwcmphrlla ssp 

ashci. sieholdii. lripcta/a and olwrnlll . At thc other e nd of the 

scale a scrics of hybrids havc flmvcred in 5-(1 yea rs. with va ricd 

seed parc nts such as s1el/11ta. ac11111i1111ta. ·l3anana Split'. x 

/Jrooklrensis. Torrcst's Pink·. ·David Clulow·. 'Miss Honeybee·. 

· Manchu Fan· and ·woodsma n·. 

The average time from seed to flower from a range of 33 

seedlings is a mere 7-8 years. 

My ow11 more limited experie nce in the less rigorous cl imate o f 

Kent is similar: ·Pegasus·. a ·Lennci' hybrid and a ·Dark Shadow· 

hybrid (now rrnmed ·Theodora·. it received an AM last ycar) all 

flowcrcd in 5 years frum sowing and ·Spectrum· and ·Galaxy· 

scedli11gs in CJ years. I have a sw;i;e11tia11a rofmsta seedling 

showing its first flower bud a l"tcr 9 ycars. 

It is fair to conclude that in growing magnolias from seed you 

arc planting fur your own enjo)'lllCnt, as well as for that of 

future generations. 

Finally. mag11olias arc among the easiest o f plants to grow from 

seed. Somc guidel ines for good practicc for sowing a nd 

managing seedl ings a rc to he fou nd in all article in the 1998 

Yearbook. As I said then. ·growing plants is nothing if not 

creating a keen sense o f anticipation. pleasurably feeding the 

imagination: a nd the satisfaction o f creat ing something from 

scratch can be ve ry rewarding ... : Tony Weston has clean seed. 

maintained at thc proper tempcraturc. rcady for sowing. M,1y I 

wish you good growing and seedlings of surpassing cxccllcncc. 
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TOURS Valerie A rchibold 

Spring Botanical Tour 2003 - Belgium 

- 30th April to 4th May 2003 

"It is because the gardens in Belgium are so exciting that the 

Group is organising its Spring Visits to Belgium in May 2003, 
when the magnolias and rhododendrons should he at their best.'' 

Mike Robi11so11 - The B11/lcti11. n ee. 2002 

The programme and travel arrangemcnts arc now finalised. Sec 

the October 2002 Bulletin No. 80 for de tailed itinerary. 

Fo r possible vacan t places contact Valerie Archibold at 
Starvcacre, Dalwood, E. Devon, EXl3 7HH. Tel: 01404 881221. 

The joint R.C.M.Group - ICS Autumn Weekend 

- 9th to 12th October 2003 

This will be held in Northumberland. and this ycar is being 
arranged by the Interna tional Camell ia Socie ty. Fu ll 

information wi ll be in the Bulle tin in Ju ly. 

A lso. full de ta il s wi ll be ·ava ilablc this summer· from : 

Mrs Pat Short, -H Galveston Road, East Putney, London SWI 

2RZ: Tel: 0208 870 688-t. 

The Magnolia Society 

Members of this Group have been invited join the Society's Tour 
to New Zealand in September 2003. 

More dctails arc now available for this cxciting trip. 

T he final dates arc now (from Hea thrnw) from Friday 29th 

August a nd return ing o n either Friday 12th September fo r the 

Short Tour. or T hursday 18th Scptcmbe r fo r the G randc tt)Ur. 

The costs, including flights via Los Angeles. arc from £21--18 or 

from t.:2(l98 respectively. 

The Tour includes many of the best gardens and s ights in both 

thc North and South Islands. Visits include Ayrlies. Pukeiti a nd 

Mark & J\bbie J ury's garden in the North a nd Duncdin Bota nic 

Garden and Lamarch Castle in the Sou th. 

Furthe r deta ils can be obta ined from ARENA TRAVEL. at: 
Hamilton House, Cambridge Road, Felixtowc, Suffolk, 
IPI I 7SW. Tel 0139-t 691200 (Fax: 01394 27!043) or 
E-mail: rcservations@'arenatrnvcl.com. 

MEMBERS NOTES 

Arunachal Pradesh 

A geographical 110/e .fim11 Philip Evans 011 the are{/ .fi'()/11 11"/1c1"C he 
has hcen collecting seed for the Group. 

1 have contributed some rhododendron seed to the Group's 
seed bank this yea r which I collected in A runachal last Autumn 



(20U2). and I thought that an introducto ry note a bout this little 
known area might be of interest. Pe te r Cox. who with his son 
Kenneth led our trip. wi ll be con tribu ting a n article in the 2004 
Yearbook. describing the trip in full. so this note is merely an 
·appe tiser·. 

The name Arunachal Pradcsh means ·land of dawnli t 
mountains·. belying its s itua tion in the extreme east o f the 
Indian Himalayas and immediately north of Assam. It has 
actually been a State itself only since I 970. Before that. and back 
to the stale or the British • Raj" in India. ii was administrative ly a 
part of Assam and called the No rth East Frontier Agency 
(N.E.F.A). Arunachal comprises a vast and very mountainous 
area with a ve ry high rainfall. populated by a complex of many 
tribes. sub-tribes and clans. of mainly Tibc lo-Burmcsc origin. It 
stretches no rthwards from Assam and the Brahmaputra river up 
to lht: Tibetan border on the crest ridge of the Himalayas. It's 
weste rn bo undary is with Bhutan. whilst to the cast the border 
with Tibet continues down as far as the watershed with Burma 
(Myanmar). So Arunacha l is very much part of that epice ntre of 
rhododendron populatio ns. where geographically Tibet. India. 
China and Burma all come togethe r. 

Arunachal is also a land of g reat rivers. most coming out of Tibet 
a nd ultimate ly feeding the mighty Brahmaputra. From the cast 
there are the Lohi t and the Oibang. From the north-cast comes 
the T.~a ng Po. or the Siang - as it is called once it has e merged 
south of the T.~angpo Gorge. A nd finally there is the Subansiri 
which runs from nor th to south clown to the Brahmaputra a nd 
more or less divides Arunachal in ha lf. 

The seed contributed was collected pa rtly o n the rim of the 
fe rtile Apa Tani valley in central Arunaclrnl. but main ly further 
cast. on a mountain range that divides the upper va lley of the 
Subansiri from that of the Siyom. a river of the more no rthe rn 
Tibetan region of Arunachal. The Siyom lower clown joins the 
Siang. not far above the point where the Siang itself joins the 
Brahmaputra. 

Dr R.H.L.Jack - membe r of the Group Executive Commiltcc: 
on the trials and 1rilmlatiom of travel IO Co111111i11ee 111ee1i11gs! 

I constantly admire the h igh allendance record of my fe llow 
Group Co mmillc1.: me mb1.:rs. To their credit many have long and 
tedious journeys yet their enthusiasm shows in the way bus iness 
is dealt with and of course the Group benefits. 

Whilst I trave l the greatest distance - to and from Scotland - I 
have a more stra ightforward and ofte n quicke r journey than 
some others. However. it might amuse members lo know of my 
homeward journey from the last committee meeting. 

I arrived home a lillle later than expected. I explained that I had 
reached Heathrow from Vincent Square and checked in with 
British Midland as usual to fly the ir Airbus 32 I to Edinburgh but 
in fact got onto a Bri tish A irways Boeing instead - I Ielp! 
Security! How could this happen? Had I got onto a fl igh t to 
Munich or Barcelona by mistake instead of Edinburgh'1 

Explanatio n: From Vincent Square to Heathrow involves the 
Piccaclilly Line . With adequate time to get the re I waited for a 
Heathrow train. a nd wai ted. and wailed. while the crowd grew 
and grew and the margin of time seeped away. Eventually a 
I lcathrow bou nd train arrived - we all boarded - sardine style. 
Nothing ha ppened - we needed a re lief drive r! A nxiety about 
missing my flight mounted. Eventually a rel ief drive r was fou nd. 
We progressed. We reached Heathrow with time re maining until 
flight check-in closurc virtually nil. Knowing the layout and by 
dint o r a quarte r-mile style sprint - passages. sta irways, 

concourse . escalato r. more passages. security (always slow), a 
final sprint and bre athing hard -just in time? But 'Sorry Or Jack 
somehow your space has already been allocated and the plane is 
absolutely full" , Sinking feeling of clispair - back to London -
where to stay overnight - get a new ticket for for another flight 
- tomorrow's work e ngagements - perhaps an overnight train to 
Edinburgh instead , then a taxi to the airport to collect my car -

the mind can work very fast! 

·No! No! Dr Jack you a rc just in time for check-in. It is our fault. 
Let me sec what I can do!' Several short phone calls followed 
a nd I was led off to a separate British Airways lounge where 
British Midland arranged that BA would take me north o n their 
Edinburgh flight. just closing 15 m inutes behind British 
Midland's and 99% filled but with a space for me . l o their credit 
British Midland handled the arrangement (and costs) a nd as a 
freque nt flyer with them, by the time I reached Edinburgh there 
was a complime ntary voucher wait ing for me for my next flight 
and apologies for the mix up. 

All's we ll etc. - phew' But the stresses and strains o r mode rn 
trave l. Moral: keep fit - travel often - the n it might seem 

normal! 

RHODODENDRONS David Milla is 

What's New in Hardy Hybrids? 

That is one of the more commonly asked questions I rece ive 
from the many e nthusiasts who ca ll al the nursery. The trouble 
is that by the time we have grown a new variety for 3-4 years and 
watched it in our trials garden lo see how it pe rforms, it docs not 
seem new to us! Yes the re arc a lways even newer varieties in the 
pipeline . but can we recommend the m to an e nthusiast before 
we have judged 2 years fl owering. and its suitabi lity for the UK 
cl imate? The de mand fo r the new see ms unstoppable . New 
varieties arc always the firs\ to se ll o ut. part ly because of the 
time taken to bulk up production. 

Rlwdode11dro11 ·Graffito· David Millai, 

So do these new va rieties have something different a nd be tte r to 
offer? Well yes and no. All too often the o lder varieties are 
forgoltcn in the excitement of the new. We have a huge demand 
for that o ld stalwart ·Gome r Wate re r· (raised before 1900) which 
has passed the test of time, and still produces an excellent crop 
of beautiful pinky white flowers even in the most unfavourable 
of positions. Recently we were looking for a re liable mid-season 
medium height white to add lo our range. 
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T he ideal has proved to be not a modern wonder-plant. but a 
passed over masterpiece, ' Helene Schiffner'. which gained an 
FCC back in 1893. T he wide pure white flowers form a pe rfect 
t igh t truss. It's as lovely as a mouth-watering co ne from ·Mr 
Softce • on a hot summe r's clay. 

So who in t he UK is hybridizing now? It docs happen. but 
certainly not in the way that the Americans do with every local 
ARS chapte r hav ing hybrid izers· forums and projects for the 
year. Peter and Ken Cox at Glendoick continue at the forefron t 
of UK breeders. and thei r new range of low growing ye llows 
come highly rated. but we have st ruggled to grow them 
satisfactorily in the South. managing e ithcr scorched leaves or 
very slow growth. Thcy a lso have some excellent reel fo liaged 
plants in the pipe line. hut we have not tried these ye t. 

R/Jodo1/c1ulm11 ·capricci,,· David Mi lla is 

My fa ther. l e d Milla is cont inues to make inte resting crosses. H e 
a ims to produce a range of powdery mildew free ci1111ahari1111111 

hybr ids by us ing xa111/wcudo11 as a parent. So far we have •Pink 
Gin'. with apricot p ink flowe rs. and now ·Crosswa tc r Belle' 
which is yellowy cre am with a p ink flush in the throat. H e has 
also been crossing some of the late fl owering scen1ed whites 
(such as Argosy' and 'Lodauric lccbcrg·) with other colours to 
extend the range availab le. As always we will have to wait a bit 
lo nger to sec the resul ts! 

Reviewing the hundreds of new va rie ties we have tried from the 
States over the last 20 years. many fa iled at the first hurdle. and 
o the rs arc now past the ir se ll-by elate . The most capt iva ti ng 
photograph in a magazine . catalogue or website has simply not 
respo nded to the d iffere nt UK climate. Too often the breeding 
has focused on the flower, and has been rewarded with s ilve r 
trophies from the numerous Rhodode ndron Shows on bo th 
sides of the Rockies. T he reality is tha t we need p lants with good 
foliage for the o the r I I months of the year. T hose which have 
performed regu la rly well fo r the last In years o r so include the 
excellent dwarfs •G inny G ee· (p inky white). ·Patty Bee· (bright 
ye llow) a nd ·w ee Bee · (deep p ink) rrom Warren Berg. H anly 
hybrid highlights are ·Horizon Monarch'. ·Lem·s Monarch', 
·Nancy Evans·. and 'Taurus· which remain among our favouri tes. 

Ma ny of the must noticeable new hybrids include e ithe r ·Nancy 
Evans· or · Le m·s Cameo· as pa rents. T hose wh ich arc 
performing well so fa r include ·Coral Mist'. a large !"lowering hi­
coloured cream with pink edging. set above good fo liage with 
reddish new growth sim ilar to ·Nancy Evans·. • Pridenjoy' . a 
• Lem ·s Cimcci' hybrid, has huge promine nt dark winter buds 
and opens to a n impeccable truss of soft orangey ye llow. g lowing 
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above the dark green glossy fol iage . ·Starbright Champagne·. 
bred by Frank Fuj ioka. a lso shows its ·Lc m·s Cameo· parentage. 
but has beautifu l creamy yellow fl owers with pointed star like 
pe ta ls. We showed ·Unique Marma lade· on our stand at Vincent 
Squa re in 200 I a nd found it a difficult co lo ur lo p lace. but it 
certain ly caused a stir at the show with its bright light orange 
flowers smothering the neat compact habit ga ined from Unique. 

No mention of new hybr ids would be comp lete without 
me ntion ing some of the magnificent works of Hans Hachmann 
who cclchratccl 50 years of breeding at h is Ba rmstcdt nursery. 
no rth o r I lamhurg. last year. Wh ilst he can be criticised for 
la unching too many new varieties each year in the name of 
commerce. some of which arc li ttle different from those he 
raised I 0 yea rs earl ier. most o f h is plan ts arc stunning. Not only 
that. bu t they a rc well tested in his gardens before being 
re leased. and a rc hardy to -20 or even -25 C. 1-1 is yaks 
(l?._rnkmhi11wll/1111 hybrids) are easily visible at the RHS yak tr ial 
a t Wisley. and arc well worth a visit during Che lsea week. 
·Fantastica· . ·Marlis" . and ·Polaris' arc fa irly similar. with various 
shades of reddish pink in bud. opening to pink. While they do 
not have the good indume ntum of some of Arthur George's 
hybrids. and despite the late John Bond re fe rring to them as 
·cabbages· . they do rank among the best yak hybrids. and all 
have recently gained AGM on account of their supe rb flowers 
and clean da rk green foliage. 

R/10dodc11dro11 ·Fk lka 1110· David Mil l:iis 

·Bclkanto· is o ne of Hachma nn's hardy hybrids ga111 111g 
popularity. It has won numerous medals in Germany since 1991 
with its golde n orangey-yellow flowe rs and reddish spott ing in 
the throat. • BI utopia· is anothe r award winner with deep vio le t 
blue flowers and prominent olive g reen speckling with excellent 
deep green broad foliage. Trave ll ing around Northc rn Germany 
in 1999. I kept being impressed by •Diadem·. This was raised in 
1983 and is now right ly popular over there. It is like a much 
improved ·Furniva l's Daughte r". with pale pink flowers and a 
stunning wine reel b lo tch. with cxccllcnl da rk green shiny 
foliage . T his is sure lo become popular here soon. Hachmann's 
'Charma nt' has been described hy Pe r M. Jorgensen of T he 
Norwegian A rboretum. Bergen. as the best new hybrid in 
Europe. It fea tures white flowers with a wavy pink edge and a 
bold crimson fla re . giving a bicolo ur e ffect. comple te with dark 
shi ny leaves. Because o f p lan t breeding rest r ic tions. its 
distribut ion in the UK will be limi ted for sometime. ·Kaba re tt' is 
a nother of Hachmann 's fea turing a prominent blotch. Here is a 
frill ed pale lilac with wide open flowers displaying a huge wine 
red blo tch on the upper lobe. For those in tcrestcd in 



Hachman,fs work. Gerald Dixon provided some excellent 
descriptions of key varieties in the RHS Rhododendron 
yearbook 2002. 

Hachmann ·s catalogue is a work of art with good sized photos 
and descript ions in German. It costs 20 Euros from the nursery. 

Visiting· Rhoclo 2002· at Westerstede in Northern Germany was 
an experience I can thoroughly recommend. Shows are held 
every 4 years. so plan your trip for 2006! The main marquee was 
beautifu lly staged. with displays from numerous local 
nurs1:rymcn mcrging with each otht: r. so the who.le marquec 
lookcd like one exhibit. Also present were contrast plants such 
as Accrs. conife rs and primulas. complctt: with watt:r featu res 
and pedestrian bridgt:s linking different areas. Outside there 
we re more excellent displays mcrging with each other around 
the whole town centre. taking in the church and tradi tional 
market squart: as the ccntrc point. Wi th typical German 
efficiency. the Park and Ridt: scheme took you from the edge of 
town to the entrance gates of the show with less than 5 minutes 
wait at cithcr cnd. Tht: exhibits were a show casc of up and 
coming new varictics on a scale I have never seen bdorc. 

Hachmann hybrids certain ly dominated the show. but there 
were good new offerings from other leading growers such as 
Boljt:. Bruns. Hcinje and Vorwcrk. Among those that most 
attracted my attent ion were ·Capriccio·. a beautifully specked 
dichroa111!111111 hybrid: ·Cassata· with its pale pink flowers and 
huge reddish pink flare. and ·Graffito· which is similar but a 
larger more ope n llowcr. ·Gundula·. ·Marsalla', and ·Sapporo' 
looked good. and arc all better and much tidier versions of 
straggly ·Sappho •. Many of these are subject to Plant Breeders 
Rights. which no doubt go some way to covering the huge 
cxpcnse of brct:ding and introducing new varictics. but it will 
mean that wi thin the UK thcy rcmain fairly cxclusivc. and thcir 
introduction will bc slow. 

Gcorgc Hyde from Ferndown in Dorset. raised many deciduous 
azalcas about 30 years ago of which Exbury promoted some. 
More recently his daughter Rosemary Lcgrancl has launched 
some of he r fat her's evergreens and these ca n be seen 
performing well on Battleston Hill at Wisley. More releases arc 
in the pipeline soon. Denny Pratt's late flowering deciduous 
azaleas. such as thc superb ·summer Fragrance· AGM, arc a 
wonderfu l extension of thc season particularly for cold gardens 
but arc only slowly gaining respect. 

Late ly we have selected late flowering forms of deciduous 
azaleas such as riscoswn and occide111ale and crossed them with 
some of Denny Pratt's varieties to improve the range and extend 
the flowering season into July and August. 

CAMELLIAS Brian Wright 

Kunming Reticulatas - A Collection 

It has been announced that The Rhododendron. Camellia & 
Magnolia Group is to get together a collection of the 
• Lammerts/Peer· Kunming reticulalas. These rarely seen plants 
will bc donated to and planted out at Abbotsbury Sub-Tropical 
Gardens in Dorset for public reference and enjoyment. For 
camellia enthusiasts this ought to bc oni: of thc most stirring 
pieces of news to have emerged for some time; although for 
Group members gcnerally. this initiative, bcgun by the latc John 
I3ond and now driven by Maurice Foster. the current Group 
Chairman. should be of more than marginal interest. 

To explain why. perhaps you will al low me to go back over some 
old ground. 

In 1948 and '49. Dr. Walter Lammerts and Mr. Ralph Peer (two 
eminent Californian camcllia-philcs) imported consignments of 
re1ic11/a1a cultivars into the U.S.A. from the Yunnan Botanical 
Institute in Kunming. This milestone marked not only the 
beginning of a widespread appearance of Kunming reticulatas in 
the West but was also a remarkable ach ievement in itself since. 
at the time. most of the globe was struggling to re-adjust after 
the ravages of the Second World War, communication was slow 
and unrel iable compared to the instant. hi-tech contact we have 
today and China was in thc chaotic throes of ideological 
upheaval. In spite of this situation, Walter Lammerts. after much 
research and invest igat ive work. fin ally traced a source of these 
intriguing plants to Yunnan. 

Ca111cllia ·Butte rfly Wings· Jen nifer Tn:hane 

Then. aftcr various difficul ties and prolonged n1:gotiations with 
concerncd authorities. Lammcrts. quite independently of Peer. 
managed to arrange an air shipment which arrived in California 
early in 1948. The Kunming reticulata door opened in a 
somewhat different way for Ralph Peer. In his continual quest 
for new and unusual camellias he clcciclcd on a round-the-world 
air trip. With stop-offs in various countries. the journey (part 
business, part camellia search) took almost five months. from 
September 26 I 948 to February 20 I 949, at not the best time in 
history to take a global tour. Pct:r talks of 1:ncountering a hugt: 
refugee problem involving some 7,000.000 people in India and 
Pakistan. bombing and machine-gun fire in Shanghai. the Dutch 
army about to engage the I ndoncsian Republicans and various 
other disturbing incidents. However. he did meet up with Mr. 
William Hazlewood. the New South Wales nurseryman who. by 
th is time. had made contact with Professor Tsai. of the Yunnan 
Botanical Institute. who had agreed to send him somc Kunming 
rct iculatas. William Hazlewood passed on the professor's name 
to Ralph Peer and suggested that he should meet him when he 
arrived in China. In actual fact the two men did not meet but 
made contact during Ralph Peer's lour by letter and radio 
mcssagc. Tht: result was that a generous supply of diffe rent 
varietit.:s of Kunming reticulata was sent to Ralph Peer in the 
U.S.A. and arrived shortly after his return. T his meant that 
consignments of these fascinating plants had now been sent to 
Dr. Walter Lammerts, Mr Ralph Peer and Mr Wi lliam 
Hazlewood. But this wasn ·t the celebrated event that it should 
have been since many of the plants were lost due to the rigorous 
fumiga tion procedures carried out by Australian and American 
quarantine officials. In spite of th is set-back. the three 
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subsequently got togethe r to organise further shipments. and 
records show that by 1950 some twenty varieties of Kunming 
ret iculatas were established outside of China. 

It wasn·1 long before these absorbing new plants. and their 
subsequent hybrids. were being grown by camellia lovers in the 
U.S.A.. Austra lia. New Zealand and Europe . But Lammerts. 
Peer a nd Hazlewood did more than universa lly introduce us to a 
new passion. they positioned in the West. ancien tly revered 
plants whose origins strctchccl back ove r a thousa nd years to the 
temple gardens of Yunnan. Since most of the Kunming 
reticulatas have always been propagated by grafting. western 
growers have now joined the Yunnancse gardeners (ancient and 
mode rn) in prolonging the life o f those original cultivars that 
first delighted Chinese eyes all those centuries ago. This. in my 
vicw. is reason cnough to commend and support t he Abbotsbury 
plan a lthough there is. of course. anothe r more obvious a nd 
somewhat morc sensual reason for conserving these plants and 
this is the display of their spectacular flowers. Stirling Macoboy 
calls re ticulatas ·The Glamour G irls·. In bloom they are not 
sedately beautiful in an ·Old English Garden· sense nor. to my 
Western eyes, arc they garden goddesses in perhaps a 
Yunnanesc way. They are Ann Miller. Cyd Charise, Rita 
I Iayworth and G inger Rogers all rolled into one. gorgeous a nd 
exciting - glamour gi rls. just like Mr. Macoboy says. 

C11111clli11 ·chrysant hrn1u111 !'<:tar .knni!lfc-r Trchanc 

The Kunming ret iculata story doesn ·1 end. howt.:ver. with Walter 
Lammerts and Ralph Pee r 's accomplishment for. after some 
fairly witksprcad distribution. it was realised that ther-: wcn.: 
some weighty ide ntification and nomenclature problems to be 
solved. The difficult ies appear to have resulted from the fact 
that several different C hinese names cou ld exist for one plant (a 
confus ion that was perpc tuatt.:d when the pla nts were d istributed 
a nd marketed unde r the ir freely translated Western names) and 
that some incorrect labelling took place. 

/\s part of an iden tificat ion programme which involved round­
thc-world e nquiry and repeated importations of Western 
rct icu lata cult iva rs. the e minent New Z ealand camellia 
authority. Colonel Tom Durrant. established di rect contact 
with the Yunnan Botanical Institu te in 1963. Afte r an 
cxchangt.: of much information a nd a further shipment o f 
Kunming rct iculatas (this time to New Zealand) the evide nce 
was cmnpiled and considered. The ou tcome was that the 
o rig ina l Lammerts/ Pcer in troduct ions were rationalised and 
ide ntifie d as fol lows. 
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1. Chrysanthemum Petal (.luhan) 

2. Pagoda syn. Robert Fortune (Songzil in) 

3. Purple Gown (Zipao) 

4. Shot Silk (Dayinhong) 

5. Crimson Robe (Dataohung) 

6. Buttertly Wings (Ho uye Diechi) 

7. Moutancha (Mudan cha ) 

8. Professor Tsai (Tin hung Diechi) 

9. Lion Head (Shizitou) 

10. Cornelian (Damanao) 

11. Chang's Temple (Zhangiia cha) 

12. Willow Wand (Luangc yinhong) 

13. Ta li Queen (Dali cha) 

Although these plants will bt.: the focus of the Group's attention 
in rutting together the Abbotsbury collection. I feel we might 
add tht.: fo llowing which were not considered to be pa rt of the 
original Lammcrts/Pecr/Hazlcwood importations but which. via 
late r importations. arc growing in the West today. 

Osmanthus Leaf (Xiaoguiyc). Takicyeh (Daguiyc) . Noble Pearl 
syn. Red Jewellery (Baozhu cha). Early Crimson (Zaotaohung). 
Early Peony (Zaomoudan). The Dwarf (He ntienko). Spinel 
Pink (Mayehyinhung). Buddha and Confucius. 

In tht.: Peer Me morial Lecture given by Tom Durrant to the New 
Zealand Camell ia Society in I %7. he talks of ·Osman thus Lear. 
·Early Crimson·. ·Early Peony·. The Dwarf and ·Spine! Pink· as 
being la te r received fro m Yunnan as part of his 1964 
importation. In this address. he also rekrs to ·Buddha· and 
·Confucius· in te rms of. ··said to be recent retirnlata x pitardii 
hybrids raised in Yunna n··. He has no quarre l with the identity 
of these plants which he says were named in the U.S./\. afte r 
expo rt from China. but with the use of the word ·recent" as late 
as 1967. he impl ies that these were not part of the orig inal 
Lammerts/Pecr/1 Iazlewood importations. 

Writing in the 1964 Rhodockndron and Camcllia Yt.:arbook. Mr 
T. Hope Findlay. that renowned former Keeper of the Gardens 
at Windsor G reat Pa rk. rckrs to Buddha as being one of the 
twelve Kunming rct iculatas that he received from Ralph Peer in 
1956. In his book. The Camellia Story" published in 1982. 'fom 
Durrant again refers to Buddha and Confucius as being ·rt.:ccnt·. 
So ·recent" in l 96 7 and again in 1982. 

knnikr Trch.1 11.: 

Ancien t Chinese li terature records that in Yunnan there arc 
ma ny more rcticulatas than those which are the subject of this 
summa ry hut this knowledge is fo r another time and perhaps 
another projcct. 



How you can help? 
Generally speaking the above plants a rc not wide ly grown in the 
UK but there are some in existence. Al ready the Group has 
obtained Purple G own. Professor T~ai. •·fali Queen and Noble 

Pearl but if anyone can he lp by offering materia l for grafting 
from any o ther or the above listed va rieties o r. even generously 
contribute or supply actua l plants. please contact me: 

Brian Wright. Kilsaran. Fielde n Lane. 
Crowborough. East Sussex TN6 ITL. 
Te l: 0 1892 653207 Fax: 01892 669550 

MORE ON SEEDS 

Seed List Specialities 

Maurice Foster 

Camellia xylocarpa - a new introduction 

Keith Rushforth. d uring a visi t to Yunnan last autumn. was 
shown a populat ion of Ca111cl/ia xrloca111a by a Chinese 
colleague and was able to obtain just 6 seeds. He kindly sent the 
G roup one third of these. namely 2 seeds! He said in his note 
·You can now decide how to handle these golden frui ts·. And 
se tting te mptatio n aside. we thought it both fa ir and reasonable 
lo make both seeds avai lable to the highest bidder. So if you a rc 
inte rested in this rarity. please get in touch with Tony Weston 
with your bid. 

There is little in t he lite rature on this species. The Rushforth 
number is KR 7465 a nd the collect ion was made south o r Dali 
a t 22-iometres. which might just indicate a degree o f' hardiness. 
certainly in l'avomc:d spols. The flowe rs arc red. Dr Clifford 
Parks e-mailed me some background information. summarised 
as follows: It was transfe rred from Yunna nca to Camell ia by 
Chang. but his descriptions do not give much information. Its 
claim to fam e is in the very thick walls on the capsule. In 2000 
Ming merged it with C. rctirnlata. It is close to C. rc:tirnlata and 
a g roup or red flowered tctraploids found in southern Sichuan: 

a lc lraplo icl count is recorded for C. .1.-lorn1JJO . Thick capsule 
walls crop up in some of these tetraploid popula tions. which 
Chang divided in to many species. C lifford\ view - .. , doubt tha t 
with scrutiny it will maintain species status ... However, he added 
that he wished he could a llord lo bid on the seeds. "but pe rhaps 
the winner will give me a scion late r ... Please no te . 

Michelia doltsopa 

He re in Ke nt we have a vigorous 10111 specimen o r th is 
doubtfully ha rdy tree pla nted in a SW facing angle of the house 

but with its lop now exposed lo all wea thers. Cornish friends do 
not believe it. ll flowe red copiously in the spring and we were 
aware or a few green seed cones visible in the lower 
branches.which we collected and sent th-: contents off to the 
seed exchange . No seed had ever been set before. Following a 

short but sharp gale in mid- January the ground was suddenly 
strewn with bright reel seeds evidently shed from seed cones 

hidde n high in the evergreen canopy. We collected around two 
hundred. They are sinkers and appear pe rfect ly viable. so if any 
member believes in global warming and would like to try to raise 
a few seedlings. please apply to T<my Weston who now has 
plenty of seed. The tree is 14 years o ld and has never been 

damaged in our run of mild winters. down to a minimum of -8C 
and she lte red pre tty we ll from no rth and east winds. A specime n 
survived al Wakehurst for some years. 

LETTERS 

Camellia transnokoensis 

I recall references last spring to Camell ia transnokoens is being 
too tende r to put out except in the mi ldest pa rt of Engla nd. Our 
experience here in Vancouver leads me to think tha t it is ha rdier 
than most believe. As benchmarks for our garden Eucryphia 
lucicla •Pink Cloud' has bee n growing close by for I 0 years. and 
Crinidendron hookeriana has been frozen to the ground twice 
in 25 years. springing back to li fe each time. 

We received our came llia as a rooted cull ing in 1997. We grew 
it in a o ne ga l. pot (5 litre) under open cover befo re putting it 
out in a sheltered part of the garde n 2 years later. A lthough 
s low to fi ll o ut. it has clone well. Our lowest temperature s ince 
putting it out has been -8C. We usually expe rie nce somewhat 
colder winters. 

Al the University of British Columbia Botanical G a rden 8 
plants of the same done were put out in the wooded Asian 
Garde n in 1992 a fte r being grown on from cuttings for abou t 4 
years. A lthough given reasonable care . they were not babied. 
Four have survived. The non-survivors perished in 1993 when 
we experienced - I 2C. Our coldest tem pera ture last year 
occurred (-8 to - I 0C) when the early Magnolias were in flower 

and these were considerably clamagecl. C. trnnsnokoensis had 
only a lit tle damage. but by then fl ower ing was almost over. 

This a lovely camell ia in the garden and worth a gamble . We 
prefer to take our chances with it. always being sure that the re 
are rooted cut ti ngs in the wings. 

Charle.1· Soll' North Vo11cm 11·c1; !Jritisl, Co/11111/Jia. C1111ad11 

The North Wales Arboretum Trust 

( I reproduce /Jc/011: a11 edited copr of' a letter sc111 10 TiJ11r Weston 
all(/ co11icd tu 111c. Ed.) 

I recently re-read Bulletin 78 wherein you sent out a pica for 
a llcrnal iv-: sources o f wild-collected seed. 

The Trust is about lo begin planting on the 300 acre Vaynol 
Estate near Ba ngor in North Wales. The arbore tum is to be 
planted with. so far as possible. trees and shrubs grown from 
wilcl-collected seed. and I am particularly concerned to ensure a 
continuing source or such material and the note se t me to 
wondering how the lh1st could assist the Group·s search for 
alte rnative sources of seed at the same time as furthe ring the 
Trust's charitable aims. 

One of the ·1i'ust's two charitab le aims is conservation of 
endangered species of trees and sh rubs. both in situ and ex s itu . 
and it seems to me that we can achieve that in part by providing 
support for future expedit ions by suitably experienced 
collectors. The other charitab le aim is education in its broadest 
sense a nd we cou ld pursue this in tandem with supporting future 
expeditions by provid ing fund ing for young botanists lo take 
part in those expedit ions in o rde r that they can learn from the 
experts in the field. In this way I am sure we would encourage 
the rise of a group of new young collectors to carry o n th is 
count ry's great p lant collect ing tradition. Do you think th is 
might be workable a nd if so how would it be best to progress it'! 

The Trust has already establ ished plant exchange schemes with 

many organ isations including the National Pinet um. Beclgebury. 

Ness Botanical Gardens. RBG Kew. RBG Edinburgh. the 
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National Bo tanical Garde n o f Wales and the National 

Arboretum. Westonbirt. In this way we hope lo rap idly build up 

a substantial stock o r trees and shrubs of known wild o rig in for 

planting out in the arbore tum in the coming years. Needless to 

say. we would be delighted to receive donations of trees and 

shrubs. or indeed seed. of known wild origin from Group 

members and I would take great pleasure in showing a ny 

members around the Estate if they find the mselves in the 

Bangor a rea and can give me a little advanced notice. 

Martin 'Jlwlllpso11 

8 Rlwd/cr Sychnwrt. Co1111v LL32 8RD 

R. ponticum 

April 2002 

Tel: 0/<192 596/6/ 

Arter reading of the cla im that rhododcndron poisoncd thc soil. 

I repaired lo apparcntly barrcn ground beneath a matu n: stand 

or R. fortr111ei. grierso11ia11w11. Pla11et11111 and o thers. 

Disregarding surface litter. I transferred a portion of lop- soil to 

a seed tray. whcre lettuce was sown. Placcd in a cold house. the 

lettuce gcrminated wcll. accompan ied by a select ion of weed 

and grass seedlings connnon to the garden. 

Toxic. no. Not even ste rile and whi le I refuse to believe that any 

root secretions from the species and cultivar mentioned would 

d iffer from R. po11tinr111. pe rhaps members with stands of 

R. 1w11tic11111 would care to repeat the experiment a nd thus bury 

this enigma. 

CeofT Tir_rlor Pa11t-yr-l lo/iad Garden 

Notes from a botanical bibliophile: 

My purchase or the three-page supple men t to 'The 

Encyclopaedia of Rhododendron Species· by Pe te r & Kenne th 

Cox aroused my in terest to pursue an addit ion to my bookshelf. 

Th<.: Coxs· rcf<..:r to Volum<..: 3 of 'Rhodoclcndrons of C hina· -

(Edited by Feng Guome i & Yang Zenghong) - included in the ir 

account of Rhodode11dro11 go11gslur11e11se. Volum<..:s I and 2 have 

been resid ing in my collect ion for several years and I was 

b li ssfully unaware that a thi rd volume even existed. A te lephone 

call to G le ndoick kindly provided the ISBN required: the 

computer then came to the rescue and provoked a response to 

my searches from Ken Poole at the Internet Bookshop UK Ltd 

(www.internethooksuk.com o r even Tel: 01453 519436 and/or 

Fax: 01 453 5 19437). 

Six weeks or so later the volume has bccn safely received via the 

USA and completes the set as published to da te 1 (not cheap but 

some stunning photographs a nd vario us new species). 

I must admit that I am add ict of much in prin t - this is 

a utho ritat ive and informative and comes unde r the broad 

umbrella of ·ericaeeous· - hut this volume had escaped my 

not ice. I include th<..:s<..: deta ils just in case read<..:rs have got the 

first two volumes and now want the third! 

Have YOU located anything in print that the rest of us do not 

know about'? 

Happy and successful book searching. 

.lolr11 Sa11de1:f 
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BRANCH REPORTS 

Norfolk Branch .lune !diens 

On Tuesday I 2th Novembe r the Norfolk Branch paid a visit to 

Holkham Garden Nursery. to hear a ta lk by Tim Leese. a 

R.C.M.Group member. on Garden Design. Tim is a garden 

designer by profession. He showed beautifu l slides of a great 

va rie ty of gardens in the UK. Europe and the U.S. The focus of 

his talk was the use of vistas. in gardens large and sma ll. and the 

desirabil ity of s ituating the garde n well with in its landscape. 

Some o f the gardens had made splendid use of the view beyond. 

whether on a grand scale on the hills outside Sie na. o r more 

humbly, beyond the garden gate. Chat with tea and biscuits 

followed. and we all admired the lovely blooms of camell ia 

·Novcmbcr Pink'. bo th on the table and against the nursery 

walls. In dull. cold November it was a joyous sight. A precious 

plant of this lovely late-season camellia awaits plant ing in my 

garde n. It will be a pleasant remi nder! 

SW Branch /1 /1111 Edwards 

2002 was anolhc r successful yea r for the Branch with the 

meetings continuing to be well supported. In mid- March some 

of us werc lucky enough lo visit J ohn and Prue Quickc·s ga rden 

at Sherwood. Newton St. Cyrcs. where the magnolias were 

putting on a very good show. T his garden now holds a NCCPG 

collection of Magnolia (and of Knaphill azaleas). It is open on 

cvcry Sunday from 2 to 5. 

Rhododendrons & Azaleas 
for the connoissezn: 

LODER 
PLANTS 

OVER 800 
HYBRIDS & SPECIES 

RHODODENDRONS 

PLUS 

( 

200 FORMS OF EVERGREEN AZALEAS. 

150 FORMS OF DECIDUOUS AZALEAS 

L ARGE COLLECTION OF SPECIMEN PLANTS 

MAIL ORDER, P LANT CENTRE & E XPORT 

SEND 2 X 1 S T STAMPS FOR AVAILABILITY LIST 

W E ARE O PEN BY A PPO INTMENT O NLY FOR OUR 

UN DIVIDED !\TTENTION & ADVICE 

Tel: 01403 891412 Fax 891336 
MARKET GARDEN. CYDER FARIVl, L 0WER BEEDING. 

H0RSHAIVI, W.SUSSEX RH 13 6PP. 

EMAIL : LPRC MG@HORTIC.COM 
O N LINE ORDERING AT: 

www.RHoDODENDRoNS.coM 



In April we visited two gardens nea r Truro. Firstly to 
li·egothnan. where the Hnn. Evelyn Bnscawen showed us this 
very large garden that overlooks the Fal river. A great deal o r 
work is be ing put in to this garde n bo th as restoration and of new 
planting. The presentation plant was !Ucptoc!adon KR2932. In 
the afternoon we visited Nansawsen. Ladock, the home of 
Michael and Maureen Cole. As seems to be usual 
re-development is taking place making more room !'or mon: 
rhododendrons and camellias. We presented R.rctic11/a111111. 

In May we trave lled to North Devon and visited Gorwell House. 
Barnstaple. where John and Vanessa Marston are planting up a 
la rge paddock with a great varie ty of plants. There is some 
emphasis on magnolias but no worthwhile Genus or Family is 
ignored. The plant added to this collection was /Vlagnofia stcf!aw 
f keiskci. At Bishops T.1wton. Hugh and Rachel Thomas 
welcomed us to Elm House. There were many camellias and 
rhododendron~. The la tter gave th<.: excuse for discussion (and 
clisagrecmcnt) about names. always enjoyable. Magnol ias arc 
being added to the garden and we were able to contribute with 
Iv!. ·Wada's Memory'. 

On November 9th. we held our Autumn meeting at RHS 
Gard<.:n. Roscmoor. The Bring-and-Buy plant sale was a rapid 
se llout. John Bnden ham organised the Quiz which was won by 
Philip Evans. the editor of the Year Book. After lunch Dr. David 
Chamberlain spoke to a full k cturc hall on .. The taxonomist's 
approach to Rhodode ndron". 

Mrs. Margaret Miles is now the chairman of the Branch. 

When did you last visit? 

• WINDSOR 
G REAT PARK 

G
\ AVILL 
ARDEN 
Windsor Great Park 

Renowned woodland garden with 

an unrivalled collection of 

rhododendrons, azaleas, camellias, 

magnolias and much else 

LICENSED RESTAURANT, 
PLANT AND GIFT SHOP 

Open: Mar-Oct 10am-6pm Nov-Feb 10am-4pm 

Wick Lane, Englefie ld Green, Egham 

Enquiries: 01753 847518 

www.savillgarden.co.uk 

NOTICES Joey Warren 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2003 
is to be held on Tuesday 29th April at 2pm. 
in Room 31 of the RHS Lawrence Hall. 

Please come; the AGM is important. 

The Chairman is mid- term. so wt: do not vote for him until 2004. 
Thcrt: is nn contest this year for committee members. indeed 
there is a VACANCY for which no-one has yet come forward. 

Martin Gates is our new Treasur1.: r: we art: vn y grateful to him 
for taking over in mid-term from Chris Walker. who was 
overburdened with work in his job. Mrs Pam Hayward took over 
the sale of old Yearbooks from David Farnes. and is extending 
tht: job. which is now named Yearbook Arch ivist. Brian Wright 
continues to assist as co-opted Committee Member. and 1o ny 
Weston continues to organise the Seed List. 

The two re tiring Committee Members th is year arc Dr Robbie 
Jack and Miss Cicdy Pt:rring. Both arc willi ng to serve a further 
3- year term of office. and need your vote. So do the Officns. 
who arc all will ing to serve a further year. You will find the 
Voting Form as a loose shet:t with this Bulletin: please complete 
it. and send it to the Hon. Secretary: 

Mrs J.M.Warren. Netherton. Buckland Monachorum. Devon 
PL20 7N L. by 25th Atlril, making clue allowance for postal delivery. 

We offer over 450 species of grafted Magnolias. 
Among these are some of the latest hybrid 
Magnolias and selected clones of Magnolia 
species. 

Our full list of Magnolias, Camellias and 
Wisterias is available on request. 

Plants are despatched as one- or two-year 
grafts and in accordance with import 
regulations. 

EISENHUT NURSERIES - SPECIALISTS IN MAGNOLIAS 

CH6575 San Nazzaro/Ticino SWITZERLAND 

Tel: +41 91 795 18 67 Fax: +41 91 795 30 29 

Emai l: infoeisenhut@bluewin.ch 

Internet: www.eisenhut.ch - now reworked with many 

more photos of our li sted plants 
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Date 

April 
Apri l 5th 

Apri l (1th 

April l l th- Uth 

April 26th-27th 

April 27th 

April 29th 

April 29-30th 

Apr 30-May 5th 

May 
May l:4th 

May 3rd 

May I It h 

May 3th-4th 

May31st 

June 
Jun<.: 1st 

July 
Ju ly 12th 

September 
Sept. I lith 

November 
Nov.25th 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS - 2003 
Organiser/branch Event 

South East 

!CS 

RHS 

South East 

Wessex 

Group 

RIIS 

Group 

ARS 

Norfolk 

Norfolk 

North Wales & NW 

South East 

Wessex 

South East 

(;roup 

Me mbers· plant sale and silent auction 

Came llia Show at Bord<.: Hill 

Main Camelia Competition & 

New RHS Plant Roadshow at Bournemouth 

Annual Show - this year at Bord<.: I !ill 

Visit to members· gardens 

Group AGM & Executive Committee 

Main Rhododendron & 
Ornamental Plant Competitions 

Botanical Tour to Belgium 

Annual Convent ion. Olympia. Washington. 

Visit to 3 woodland ganl.:ns 

Visit to Bramley Cottage (2000 species) 

Branch Show at N<.:ss Gard..:ns 

G h..: nt Aza lea Day at Sheffidd Park 
& High Beech<.:s. 

Annual Show at Ramst.:r 

Annual Propagation Day (At Hindleap) 

ExecutiYc Committee 

Excrntiw Committee 

Contact 

Mike Robinson O 1342 822745 

Pat Short (ICS) 020 8788 7976 

RHS 

Mike Robinson (as above ) 

Malcolm Nash 01-+83 275013 

Sec Bulle tin 

(London) 

Valerie Archibold (Sec Bulletin) 

ARS 

Jane lcliens O 1263 83777() 

Jane ldiens (as above) 

Ted Brabin O 15 1 353 I I l)3 

Mike Robinson (as above) 

Miranda Gunn 01428 644-+22 

Mike Robinson (as above) 

Joey Warren 01822 85-+022 

Joey Warren (.is above) 

Binders for Bulletins Year Book Photographic Competition 2003 
In response lo requests. binders a rc now available in White with 
Green labelling. They come with sui table attachments to re tain 
the Copies. Each issue can then be fully opened wi thout having 
to re move it from the binder. The cover will contain issues. at 
three per year. up until 2007 or probably 2008 (Sec below). The 
binders arc available al £ 11. 75 each plus postage and packing. 

Contact the Hon. Editor. Jo hn Rawling. /Jctails Oil ,,ag,· 3 

Stop Press: 

The l{hododer11 
Ill' 

, \ l \ \>1'1 \ '-' '\HI ' 

,-.. -~ ... 

The Rltodor/, 
l 'll<fro ,, (" 

.. ,, ,, ,,, ,,, • ,,~" '~llir,,\:- M(/ lf/ . 

•11, 

"-~--P.~._,,.., ... 

, ..... ""-..... .-(,~ .......... 

I have just received de ta ils of the Scotland's Gardens Scheme of 
over 350 gardens open for charity during 2003. Full details 
available from 22 Rutland Square. Edinburgh EH l 28B. 
l e i: 0131229 1870. o r E-mail: officc(i1sgsgardcns.fsnet.co.uk. 
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The Competit ion wi ll again he he ld in 2003. but I am intending 
to make this the last year. It is a feature that has run for a good 
many years. and I thought it was time for a change. If a lo t of the 
Membership felt othc1wisc. I could be persuaded. 13ut for 2003 
the conditions are the sami;: as fo r last year. 

Entries may be e ither transparencies or p rints. but a maximum 
of three entries from any one person. The subjt:cl must be of 
rhododendrons. camell ias or magnol ias. taken in their na tu ral 
habit a t or in any public or private garden. The winne r will 
receive a cheque for (25. a nd the first three will be printed in the 
2004 Year Book. There is a class reserved for entries fro m 
spouses or partners a nd for this there is a fl O prize for the 
winner and publication in the Year Book - there were no such 
entries in 2002 . 

All transparen..:ies and pri nts will he re turned after publication 
in January 2004. 

Entries to - Phil ip Evans. Hon Yea rbook Editor. 
West Netherton. Drewsteignton. Devon. EX!i 6RB. 

A reminder from our Yearbook Archivist , 
Pam Hayward to say: 

For YEAR BOOK Back Numbers 
- Telephone 01822 852122 

- or E-mail: RCMGPublications(f1'aol.corn. 


